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The stories behind our favorite holiday movies and TV specials 
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I saw a group called 
Itic Woman on PBS and 
was captivated. Please tell 
me about them. 

— Maria MacKay, Richmond, Ky. 

The five young Irish women in 
the spellbinding group Celtic 
Woman mix traditional Irish 
tunes with timeless classics and 
contemporary numbers. .Their 
new Christmas CD, A Christmas 
Celebration^ features "O Holy 
Night," "Little Drummer Boy" 
and "Silent Night" alongside 



The perfomers In Celtic Woman mix traditional and contemporary songs. 



the St, Thomas Aquinas hymn "Panis Angelicus," 
the 12th-century Irish song "The Wexford Carol" 
and the traditional Celtic ballad "Don Oiche Ud I 
mBeithil." The groups self-titled 2005 debut CD 
spent 68 weeks at No.l on the sales-based Billboard 
World Music Chart, setting a new record. 
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like Dirty Jobs, 
hosted by Mike Rowe. 
Could you tell me a little 
about him? 

— Dee Arthur, West Baden 
Springs, hid. 

The multi-talented host 
of the Discovery Channel 
series Dirty Jobs — which 
takes him every week 
inside an occupation too 
icky for most people to 
undertake — has sung pro- 
fessionally with the Bait- 
more Opera, appeared in 
several dozen Tylenol commercials, and hosted 
Worst Case Scenario for TBS, The Most for the His- 
tory Channel, No Relation for Fox, New York Expe- 
ditious for PBS and Evening Magazine in San Fran- 
cisco, where he resides. Rowe also has performed 
in dozens of theatrical productions and narrated 
more than 1,000 hours of other TV programs. 




^^ We have always been 
fans of Don Stroud, but have 
not seen him in any movies or 
TV shows lately. The last time 
we saw him it looked as if he 
had an eye injury. 
— Kathy Wright, Brtjoktyn, N.Y. 

Actually, the prolific TV and movie 
actor, now 64, lost an eye one night in Actor Don Stroud 
1992 when lie intervened in a mugging in New York Gty. 
"I stepped in to help and was stabbed six times," lie recalls, 
"The eye I have now is false." Last year, Stroud retired and 
returned to Hawaii, wliere he grew up and started in show 
business as Troy Donahues surf double in tlie 1960s TV 
series Hattuiian Eye. "I did over 100 movies and 250 televi- 
sion shows ," says tlie actor, who often played villains or other 
unsavory diameters. "People ask me what my favorite was, 
and all I can say is I'm proud that I did that much work." 



Dirty Jobs' Mike Rowe 





GMT 



Toby Keith Stars in Broken Bridges 

Singer-songwriter Toby Keith made his acting debut in 
the first GMT Film, Btvkcu Bridges, which opened this fall 
in theaters nationwide. Now CMT hosts tlie exclusive TV 
broadcast premiere of the movie, which also scars Kelly 
Preston, newcomer I indsey Haun, Willie Nelson and Burc 
Reynolds, on Friday, Dec. 15 at 7 p.m. Central. Watch for 
die DVD release of Broken Bridges on Jan. 9, 2007! 



la: 

'ScinsilTown Gk 

Only 20 years old, country i 
comer Kellie Fielder went from 
Albemarle, N.C., to Hollywood, 
Gilif , where she caught America's 
attention as a finalist on American 
Idol. She co-wrote five of tlie songs on her new CD, Small 
Town Girt. "My Angel" is about lier grandmother, wlio 
taught Pickler to be a dreamer. "You can't give up on your 
dreams, 'cause sometimes, tliat's all you liave," slie says. 

* Cover photo:©2006 American Broadcasting Companies, Inc. 

O Want to Itnow more about a celebrity or public figure? 
Sond your questions to: 

Ask American Profile, 34 1 Cool Springs Blvd., Suite 400, Franklin, 

TN 37067 or e-mail us at askus@americanpiofik.conT. The volume 
of mall received prohibits us from giving personal replies — through 

o-ruall or other means. 
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When you ask people to name 

their favorite holiday films and shows, few cite 
recent releases* Instead, mare than any other time 
of year, Christmas inspires movie fans to gravitate 
toward the classics. that they first saw as children. 

"It's like people eating their favorite foods — 
they're looking for a particular satisfaction, or some 
kind of feeling," says Kenneth Turan, film critic for 
the Im Angeles Times. "When they want that feel- 
ing, they go to that same film again." 

And in the modern world, as the holidays grow 
increasingly commercial and chaotic, it can be a 
relief to bask in the simpler times portrayed in 
Hollywood's perennial favorites. 

"These kinds of traditions are especially impor- 
tant now, when time moves so quickly," says Joel 
Siegel, entertainment editor for ABC's Good Morn- 
ing America. "It's nice to step back." 

While you'll undoubtedly revisit your favorite 
movies and TV specials this holiday season, you may 
find a gem you've overlooked in our roundup of classic 
Christmas films — and begin a new tradition! 
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by KATIE DODD 

!Jt.s a lOoiulirhtl I'ije 

It's hard to imagine a time when this perennial Christmas favorite by Frank Capra wasn't an Ameri- 
can classic. Though it failed miserably when released to theaters in 1946, the movie starring Jimmy 
Stewart found new life in the 1960s when shown on television. During a season steeped in family, cus- 
toms and memories, the graceful, sentimental tale of a man who learns his life is far more valuable than 
he thought offers an especially moving message. "The notion that we're not appreciating our life is a very 
powerful one," Turan says. "And it's one that people seem to really want to take to heart." 



3.(m(ti(e en /}/// direct 

Twentieth Century Fox executive 
Darryl F. Zanuck felt this 1947 story set 
in Macy s department store at Christmas- 
time was far too corny, and insisted on a 
summer release to avoid losing too much 
money. Instead, audiences fell in love 
with the film starring Maureen O'Hara 
and an adorable 8-year-old Natalie 
Wood as a mother and daughter who 
learn the importance of faith. The 
film played packed theaters through 
Christmas. "I think people really 
want to believe in Santa Claus," 
Siegel says. "And what movie does 
it better?" 



Stars Cary Grant, David Ntvcn and Lorctta Young 

Wlie nislions It ile 

"Cary Grant is the angel of the piece and has 
never appeared to greater advantage," wrote Variety 
upon the release of this 1947 film based on Robert 
Nathan's novel. Grant provides much of the magic of 
the movie, a story about a bishop and his wife, played 
by David Niven and Loretta Young, whose plans to 
build a new cathedral arc altered by divine interven- 
tion. Like many holiday favorites, the story demon- 
strates how easy it is to become consumed by the 
tangible, when it's the intangibles that truly count. 

{Continued on page 6) 






. 







Page 4 •www.amencanprofile.com 



it 



_ 



m 



mmmm^ mm 



mmmmamm* 



ppp^pwffpvvfffrr^m i l 1 1 j 1 1 1 1 1 1 .' .' j j j ■ i , . . j . .' 
















Celeb raU»f> ilomittiitbii Ufa 

President & CEO 

Richat*d G. Porter 

Vfcc President/Group Publisher 

Traccy Altman ■' 

Executive Editor 

Charlie Cox 

Senior Editor: Stuart Englcrl 

Editor: Ricruitj McVey 

Entertainment Editor; Neil Pond 

Assistant Editor: |ane Srygley 

Food Editor Gindacc Floyd 

Contributing Editors: 

Marti AUourt, Marta W. Aldrich 

Art Director: Brenan Sharp 

Publication Designer: E.R. Elliott 

Photo Editor: David Mudd 

Production Manager: Sam Payne 

Traffic Coordinator: Susan Fisher 

Manager of Internet Content: Matt John 

Web Developer Kevin Todd 

ADVERTISING SALES 

I-800-7I6-627I 

Associate Publisher Amy Chernoff 

NEW YORK 

Eastern Ad Director Donna LindskJ 

Regional Ad Director Hally Bimbaut 

Account Managers Shannon Hay. Kevin Gi 

CHICAGO 

Midwest Ad Director JeffHapking 

Account Managers Erica Schultz. Leah Vi 

Southeast/West Coast Ad Director f mn 

Los Angeles Account Manager Jamie ft 

Director of Marketing Joff Duncl} 

.Associate Director of Marketing Kellyjf 

DIRECT RESPONSE ADVERTISIb 

Advertising Director Linda Rich|| 

Account Manager Carln Maldonacfc 

CIRCULATION SALES 

Vice President/Publisher Relations: Jer 

Regional Circulation Directors: 

Sindi Bnyiis, Stephen Dorris, 

Mike Gardner, Chris Kreidcl 

Nashville 1-000-720-6323 

Director of Business Developmct 

Steve Minucci 

CORPORATE & EDITORIAL OFFldj 
Nashville 615-168-6000 

PUBLISHING GROUP OF AMERI 

President & CEO 

Richard G. Porter 

Chief Financial Officer & CO 

Stephen C. Duggan 

Vice President/Controller 

Greg Coble 

Network Administrator: Mike Olir 

www.americanprofilo.com 



==^ 










\ 6 








U&^lw. 



10 



1 



1 






df*^ 









'ty*M € 



*Sr 




*$*U*** 



Just send in this card or visit 
www.mytimetoquitl.com 



v=>\ 



m 






|ll| ,., 1 .....| | ..| | ....|.|,|.ni»|||>|«»,|...|,.| 






Z2 
Z3 



L9£6-L0S99 S>1 'NOISSIIAJ 33NMVHS 

99G6S X09 Od 
H3Zldd 






=3 



aassatiaav A9 aivd 39 him aovisod 



S31V1S Q31INn 

3H1NI 

0311VVM dl 

AHVSS303N 

30VlSOd ON 



SN 'NOISSIW 33NAAVHS fr68fr 'ON ilWH3d TIVW SSVTO-iSUId 

1IVIAI AldSU ss3Nisrna 



PUBLISHING CROI 
OF AMERICA 

Amrnwi t'iv/itt is jwMhM I))': f'uWisliiti;; Group of Aincrku, 
>l 1 Cool S|* iufiJ Uoukwrd Suite 100. franklin. TcmKtt« 
WKi7 Plionc: l-WK>-720 f>J2,V. MM editorial i|iK-rirt nixlton- 
trihuckxil tu Editor, Aiwkttu Pivfite, Ml Cool Springs Ulvil.. 
Suite KM). franklin, TN 37ltf7. PultlisltinK Group of Aincrk-J. 
hie, will iwc l« ri-sjxmsihlc for unsolicited iiian-rijli, and worn* 
j'Uiiruixtf ilu* Riiirn of any nutcr i.iti suUnitittl to it. ©2<XK» 
PuW idling Group «f A tonka, It»c. Amrktm Pnfilt™ is a irade- 
nwtk of Publishing Group of ArtKikn, Inc. All rij;liti m«vr*L 
ftrproduVtion In wlwle or jurt of any urtfclc, pl>o«i>Jt"jili, or 
otln-r iwrtioii of this inauiuinc wittKtut the «prtu written |xr- 
nuMknuif IHildidiingGiwipofAtiKrioi, Inc. j* ncohibitul. 





-^ — -* ~~..—~, - • 



VC274653B © 2006 Pfizer Inc. AH fights reserved. 



^Iptm 




The Grinch still steals hearts every Christmas. 

Hon: llw ( -irinvli Hlole ( InishiHts 

When director Chuck Jones brought 
Dr. Seuss' beloved story to TV in 1966, he 
already had revolutionized Looney Tunes 
during his tenure as director of animation 
at Warner Bros. But the Grinch, voiced 
by Boris Karloff, is one ofliis most endur- 
ing characters. "The way Jones' characters 
were drawn, it was almost as if they were 
aware of the drama," says film and TV 
critic Matt Zoller Seitz. "There is 
a psychological depth to the 
Grinch that very few live 
action characters have." 
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The rcd-noscd 
reindeer finds 
favor with the 
boss In 1964'sj 

Rudolph. 




Peanuts creator Charles Shulz stood his ground with TV execs to keep a spiritual message In his Christmas special. 

• I tflrimic nn'ivn ( Im'slmas 

When network executives heard the concept of the first Peanuts holiday special, they feared it was too 

contemplative, and lobbied for more laughs and less religion. But author Charles Schulz persisted, creating the 

film's most unforgettable scene: As the Peanuts' Christmas play comes to a close, Linus recites the Bible verse 

Luke 2: 8-14. "It complements It's a Womferft/I Life in that Charlie Brown also feels like he doesn't belong," 

says Seitz, whose essay on the TV special was reprinted in a book celebrating its 35th anniversary. "It's really 

about the conflict between the temporary and the eternal— the temporary being the things you own and 

the eternal being much larger. Essentially, Charles Schulz made a film that said Christmas is about more 

than selling products." 





i (''ItrishiHts Hi 
This 1983 film also performed poorly in the- 
aters, but now rivals It's a. Wonderful Life fat most 
popular holiday movie. Based on a book by Cana- 
dian humorist Jean Shepherd, the offbeat comedy 
derails a young boy's all-consuming desire for 
a BB gun, undeterred by adults who repeatedly 
warn that he'll shoot his eye out. Using creative 
camera techniqucs-r-which often make adults 
seem like giants who speak a secret language — 
director Bob Clark tells the story through the 
eyes of his young lead character, Ralphje Parker. 
"It's ah adult remembering what it aviis like co 
be a child at Christmas; it':; re illy Christ- 
^ mas seen from the inside out," says Seitz. 

"And every kid can sympathize with 
wanting that one particular toy!" 
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Ho ho ho: Ralphto meets Santa In A Chris 



'Ihuwtjw I lie lied-- \c.W Vvhtdecij Tfwsht llw Hiwiniimi 

Animation has evolved significantly in the past few decades, yet this pair of TV specials, produced 

in the 1960s by Jules Bass and Arthur Rankin Jr., continues to capture viewers' hearts. Frosty, a 19&9 

animated short film, features familiar voices such as Jimmy Durante and June Foray (best known as 

Rocky from "Rocky and Bullwinkle"), while 1964's Rudolph features the kind of hand-manipulated, 

stop-motion animation rarely seen in the age of computer-generated imagery, "You can't beat work 

that was made by human hands," Seitz says. "So much animation being done today wants to 

look real, and those specials are more like a children's storybook." 
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Btng Crosby and Rosemary Clooncy 

h ink- Clnislnm.s 

"That song was unstoppable," Siegel 
says. Written for the 1942 film Holiday 
Imty Bing Crosby's "White Christmas" was 
such a smash hit that ic inspired this 1954 
musical about a song-and-dance duo who 
set out to save a failing Vermont inn run by 
their former U.S. Army general. Patriotism, 
nostalgia, romance and top-notch musical 
numbers from Crosby, Rosemary Clooney, 
Danny Kaye and Vera Ellen make it an 
exuberant holiday favorite. 

'Helix oj -S/. /Mctrij's 

Conventional wisdom says sequels are 
never as good as the original. BUt this 1945 
follow-up to Going Aly Way, which also starred 
Bing Crosby as the affable Father O'Malley, 
proves otherwise, earning the first-ever Oscar 
nomination for a sequel. The film, which also 
stars Ingrid Bergman as a nun trying to save a 
struggling Githolic school, has only a handful 
of Christmiis scenes, but its touching message 
about the joy of giving makes it ideally suited 
to the time of year. 

/ (^lirislma.s (\trol 
Charles Dickens* talc ofagruffmiscr who gets 
a Christmas Eve wake-up call lias been re-created 
countless times, owing to its universal story and 
vivki characters. TIk.* definitive version is the 1951 
film starring Alastair Sim as Scrooge, but a ver- 
sion made for CBS in 1984 featuring George C. 
Scott is loved by many critics. Luckily for parents, 
there are also several ways to exixise kids to the 
story's important lesson about charity, from I992's 
The Mnppct Christmas Card to die animated 
Mickey's Christmas Caivt from 1983. "Mickey's 
Onistmas Caivl is very sweet, and it's not afraid 
to be sentimental," Siegel says. "Tliat's something 
tliat makes a great Christmas movie — it's not 
afraid to go right for the heart." ^ 

Katk Dodd is a writer in Nashville, 'Venn. 
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To see more photos & 

discuss this story, visit 

AmericanProfile.com 
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Americas 
Second Harvest 
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www.secondharvest.org 
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s oi Pepcid "; have always been i 
eliminating heartb.u'rn: a harrier ifiat can come between! 
people ancj life food they love. Now we're making «v 
• .commitment io Ihe'elimination of an even bigger 
.barrier: the stark realityof hunger i 
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That's why we're proudly supporting America's Second: 
' I Inrvest - the Nation's Food Bank NetWork -in the cause 
of creating a hunger-free America. 'In 2005 alone, the 
America's Second Harvest network helped feed more 
than 25 million Americans..', including 3 million seniors 
and 9 million children. ' 
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of any Pepcid 1 * product from September through , 



the makers' of Pepcid* will make a 50<J donation* 
to America's Second Harvest to help provide a 
meal to someone in need this holiday season. 
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better way to give our thanks than 



across America'. 



Please join us. T 
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So strong it pit'.VL'nt\ livtirtbtirn before it starts. 



•Up to S25.000. 

nor Pharmaceuticals Co., 2000 



^^H^nHHBH 





B' 




HMuntusiyMm 



FF 



on any 

Pepcid* 

product 

(except trial size) 

(ho only as directed. 



Tin tOmtwi [<doJ u) (uiiJum *( pcditl indebted. 

hi ax \x acfiiito hm courw CA'ftoi & 
KwatiiwiaimDwaia ira omccwcm 
m iwawx rao t urn nsnaatD or 

FiasmiDWlAH bltsitiite Wuwiitotuwi 
• Ited Caana flwjauiialj Co «i 
RiKtor/twIwttekttwWfcaKutoitte&t 
{ ittnutttd in mftita utii tons* J htos • 
Itotk foama Runwatah Owy Cocw 
FfaJtir^Uai rticy CjsSi vjfee WQclwwl Send 
tactm to fctaas I Ij-'ffci • L!et* Ctnts.ua 
ndmmdcib Co. CIS Dcpateetf OCCtS, 
1 fw«a &M, Od Rg. R 7WI0 t -IMP ?»0 



88232 




16837H 





7 8B232 



I 



206 






Tl& 



[CJ 



m J. 



rzg 
SSfl 







wz 




by KRISTEN 
TRIBE 



mgfoir 





^2) lyJ 



Santa Claus sits in a plump, 

velvet chair in Piano, Texas, while children with gaj> 
toothed grins, excited eyes and even, a few tearful races 
line up behind him. The children have never heard 
Santa's jolly "ho, ho, ho," and many have never sat in his 
lap to share a Christmas wish list. But this Santa's helper 
has a suqxise. He knows sign language. 

"When rhey notice I can sign, there's a glow that 
comes over their faces," says Duster Bramall, of Waxa- 
hachie, Texas (jxip. 24,205), who has jwrtrayed Santa for 
hearing impaired children for more than 30 years. 

The opportunity for the kids to communicate directly 
with Santa is what makes the. experience so special. In 
die past, many had to send messages to Santa through 
siblings or friends. Although Bramall is not hearing 
impaired, his parents were deaf, so he understands the 
children's frustrations. 

"Before I learned tosign, if my daddy didn't understand 




A delighted Lauren Bruce, 5, hugs Santa in Piano, Texas. 
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As Santa, Buster Bramall uses sign language to communicate with Areh/ Basurto,7, as she shares her Christmas wish list 



something I was trying to tell him, lie would say, 'Tell 
your sister,' (who knew how to sign)," Bramall says. "But 
I didn't want to tell my sister everything I wanted Daddy 
to know. It was like going through a third party." 

Bramall, now 53, was in his 20s when he began play- 
ing Santa Claus for children in a deaf education program 
in Corsicana, Texas (pop. 26,014), and five years ago lie 
also began appearing at Tile SIiojjs at Willow Bend mall 
in Piano, Texas. Between the two locations, about 200 
hearing impaired children sliared their Christmas wishes 
widi Bramall last year. 

Speech therapist Sarah Gillette brought a group of 3- 
and 4-year-olds from die Mesquite Regional Day School 
for the Deaf to the Piano event. As each child left Santa's 
lap, she gave diem high-fives and [Kits on die back. "Tlie 
kids are used to being in places where people can't com- 
municate with them, so to come here and liave someone 
who can talk to them is really special," slie says. 

Stella Ashley of Dallas, a long-time friend of Bramall s, 
plays Mrs. Claus. Like Bramall, she is not hearing 
impaired, but her parents were deaf and she learned to 
sign as a child. As Mrs. Claus, slie greets the children 
using sign language and finds out their names and what 
they want for Christmas, jxissing along the information 
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This Christmas season, enjoy a fresh wreath on your front door, 
gate or lamppost These wreadts are unrivaled for their freshness 
and fragrance. Enjoy the deep green color, lush springy needles and a 
balsam fragrance that will fill your home. Comes festively decorated 
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quite large at 22 to 24 inches In diameter. 
Order by December 12 for Christmas delivery. Please call <> 
toll free (888) 314-1962 and use item #22-400. P 

FREE shipping and delivery forAnierrcon Profile readers. 
Offer exfjfres 1213112006; 




to Santa so he can greet each child jxjrsonally. 

Angel Rauls, 7, of Dallas, attends the Dallas Regional 
Day School for the Deaf and was excited to talk to Santa 
at die Piano mall, "I asked Santa fur toller skates," she 
says. "If I get tliem, I'll probably skate with my friends, 
aixl I might be able to teach my younger brodiers and 
sisters to skate." 

Angel has a good grasp of sign language, but some 
children who arc just learning to sign bring pictures 
of die toys they would like. No matter their signing 
skills, Bramall says communicating with the kids is j 
not difficult, though sometimes dieir requests can be 
heartbreaking. 

"One giri asked me for a mama and daddy," he says. 
"It's times like these that I almost lose it and have to . 
breatlie deep." 

Bramall is a self-proclaimed emotional guy, but 
Ashley says his enthusiasm, sense of humor and love 
of children make him the perfect Santa. Those same 
qualities have guided Bramall s work for the past 18 
years at the Lena Pope Home, an organization in Fort 
Worth, Texas, that aids struggling families and sup- 
ports children in foster homes. Bramall is the director 
of projx'rties and also founded a program that helps 18- 
year-olds acquire their first vehicle after being released 
from the foster care system. 

Bramall says he "just tries to help out wherever he can," 
but sharing his creative energy enables him to give price- 
less gifts to tliose lie meets at work or as Santa. 

"As Santa, he's able to bring a certain amount of 
pleasure to these children, and lie is very dedicated to 
whatever project or commitment he has made" Ashley 
says. "He's a hoot, and I just love him." ^W 

Krtsten Tribe is a miter in Decatur, Texas. 
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Post your comments on our new 
message boards at AmericanProfile.com 
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Ginger Shortbread Cookies 

•Prep lime: 30 minutes •Chill Time: 2 hours 
•Dalce Time: 11-13 minutes ■Yields: 3 dozen cookies 



Vi isp. sail 

2 Ibsp. molasses 

1 ibvp. walet 

icgg 

1 cup told butler, cut into 1-tndi pieces 

OecACakc* kings and Decorations 




'^ . '■■/ 







3 cups (lour 

1 cup light utown sugar 

i/j tup Argo* or KlngsfordV Corn Starch 

1 VMbsp. Spite Islands' Orange Pod 

1 Tbsp. Splcc Islands Ground Ginger 

1 Ibsp. Sptco Islands Pumpkin Pie Spite 

1 Isp. baking soda 

MIX flour, sugar, com starch, orange peel, ginger, pumpkin pie spice, baking soda, and sail in large mining bowl. 

whisk molasses water and egg In a small bowl; set aside. 

S^TllouT mixture u inn a pastry blender or 2 knives until .he mixture resembles coarse meal. Po r 

!K2k owe Mo* beatwllh mixer until dough forms a ball. Knead fo, 2 to 3 rn.nu.es until smooth. 

Divide in hall, wiap in plastic wrap. Chill a minimum of 2 houis. 

ROU dough in lightly floured surface io V< inch thickness. Cut with cookie cutters. Place on bakmg sheet, 

BAKE lor 11 to 13 minutes at 350°f Iri a preheated oven. Cool on wire racks. 

DF.CGRAU as desired with DccACake icings, sugars and sprinkles. 




V. 



| HAHuwruimrs coupon ( upmaiioh dau }/]t/ai | 
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on either 16 oz. Argo® or 
Kintjsford's® Corn Starch 

await cupn wii knfcrcd ban (fanfimtf jtmtfa lajtot ttteffa.kiite&p&bittr&tytMitahAtot*. 
pMvtittwteHkt MM mat Mrif^clMUtf Nti^tomtrnwifcdUiuiM^HM^ Wltf, 




I MAHurmuntft coupon I txruAiicw oMi »/;s"7oT~l 
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on either 16 oz. Argo® or 
Kingsford's® Corn Starch 
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when you buy any flavor Box or Pouch 
Betty Crocker® Potatoes (Extent Mam m^ 
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"U*f you have worked hard all your life and managed to 
I put away a nest egg, you might end up losing most of 
Lyour life savings because of a defect in Medicare. 

If you or your spouse suddenly become ill and require 
extended nursing home care. ..NO ONE will help yon 
with Ihc nursing home bills. Medicare won't and neither 
will your health insurance. By law you arc responsible for 
the nursing home bills yourself. Only after you have used 
up virtually all of your money, will Medi caid step in. 
That's because Medic aid , like Welfare, only aids the poor. 
By some estimates, the average couple's life savings can 
be wiped out after only 13 weeks of nursing home care. 

Rich people don't have to worry because they can 
afford super-expensive special nursing home insurance, 
while the poor are luken care of by Medi caid . 

Now that just doesn't seem fair to working people with 
a lifetime of hnrd-eumed savings. The system Ihcy have 
supported with tax dollars, seems to have forgotten them. 
Savings intended to provide security in retirement, or help 
for children, can quickly go up in smoke. 

The fact is, if you don't know how to protect your 
assets, here's what can happen to you. By law, before 
Medi caid will pay nursing home bills, you may have to 
spend all your countable assets except $2000 (or as low as 
$1500 in some states). Countable assets mean not only 
money in checking and savings accounts... but also any 
funds in CD's, IRA's, Savings Bonds, Mutual Funds, 
slocks, whole life insurance, annuities and other types of 
investments, as well as most (rust assets, 

They can also take a vacation home or a second car. In 



addition, (except for a small personal spending allowance 
and a health insurance payment allowance) your entire 
Social Security or pension check can be taken to cover 
nursing home expenses. What's more, if you are single or 
widowed, you can even lose your house. 

According to the federal law called the Spousal 
Impoverishment Act, if one spouse requires extended 
nursing home care, the healthy spouse can be forced to 
surrender HALF of their combined countable assets. And 
if you have a sizeable estate, they can legally lake MORE 
THAN HALF. 

Is there anything you can do to stop this nightmare 
from happening to you? Yes. You arc protected by law and 
can use several legal techniques to place your countable 
(or vulnerable) assets into the uncountable (or protected) 
category. The problem is, most people arc not aware of 
their legal rights. Unfortunately, most people think 
Medicare will take care of them, so they unknowingly 
leave their assets vulnerable and in jeopardy. 

Your legal rights and Ihc many methods of protecting 
your money are now revealed in "How to Protect Your 
Financial Security." This financial self-defense manual 
tells you simple legal procedures for preserving your 
money and warns of pitfalls to avoid. Here is some of the 
valuable material you learn: 

• Legal ways to turn countable (or vulnerable) assets 
into uncountable (or protected) assets 

• How to protect your house from being sold to pay 
your nursing home bills 

• How to protect u second enr or vacation home 



•If you give your money to your children without 
following tiicsc precise guidelines, a nursing home 
could get your money anyhow 
• What you need to know about Living Trusts 
•What lawyers never tell you about protecting 
your will 
As a hard-working taxpayer, you have a legal right to 
protect your life savings for yourself, your spouse or your 
heirs. You don't have to be rich to have peace of mind. You 
just have to follow the easy steps outlined in "How to 
Protect Your Financial Security." 

Although "How to Protect Your Financial Security" 
can easily save you thousands of dollars, the price is very 
reasonable. Right now, you can receive a special press run 
for only $12,95 plus $2.00 postage and handling. It is rM 
available in any bookstore. It is only available through this 
special offer on a 90 day Money Back Guarantee. If you 
arc dissatisfied in any way, just return it in 90 days for a 
full refund, no questions asked. 

Order an extra copy for family or friend and SAVE. 
You can order 2 for only $20 total. 

HERE'S HOW TO ORDER: Just PRINT your name 
and address and the words "Financial Security" on a piece 
of paper and mail it along with a check or money order to: 
THE LEADER CO., INC., Publishing Division, Dept. 
FBX6S7, P.O. Box 8347, Canton, OH 4471 1. (Make 
checks payable to The Leader Co., Inc.) VISA or 
MasterCard, send card number and expiration date. Act 
now. Don't leave your assets in jeopardy. 

O2H0fiTlic [.cutler Cu„ lie. 
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Prune Cake 




from MARY 
PRIETO 




rai/D 




"In 1966, my mother- ( ; 

in-law gave me this recipe. 
Friends, neighbors and family \j 
love it." ^ 



Want More Gal 



Our new online 

redpe database has more 

than 800 recipes, including 

1 12 cakes and pies, 

Just log on to AmericanProfile.com 

and click on Recipes. 
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Cake: 

A eggs 

cups sugar 
cup vegetable oil 
teaspoon baking soda 
cup buttermilk 
cups all-purpose flour 
teaspoon salt 
teaspoon each nutmeg, 
cloves and cinnamon 
cup bite-sized pitted 
prunes, chopped 



2 
I 
I 

I 

2 
'A 

I 

I 



Frosting: 

cup sugar 
teaspoon baking 
soda 

cup buttermilk 
tablespoons butter 
teaspoon salt 
teaspoon vanilla 
extract 



2 

% 
I 



Photo: David Damer 
Styling: Mary Carter 
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1. Preheat oven to 350F. Grease and flour a 10-inch tube pan. 

2. Beat eggs in a medium bowl. Add sugar and beat well. Mix in 
oil. In a small bowl, dissolve baking soda in buttermilk. Sift flour, 
salt, nutmeg, cloves and cinnamon. Add flour mixture alternately 
With buttermilk mixture to egg mixture. Fold in prunes. 

3. Pour batter Into pan and bake about I hour or until a tooth- 
pick inserted in the center comes out clean. 

4. To prepare the frosting, combine sugar, baking soda, but- 
termilk, butter and salt in a medium saucepan. Bring to a boil. 
Remove from heat and stir in vanilla. Poke holes In cake with a 
fork or long toothpick and pour frosting over cake while both 
are still warm. 

Tips From Our Test Kitchen: 

Soak prunes briefly in boiling water so they can be chopped 
or torn apart easily by hand after they are drained and cooled. 
The baking powder causes the Icing to foam while cooking. 
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Kodak 




^Eastman Kodak Company. 2006. 
Kodak is a trademark of Eastman Kodak Company. 

Get great personalized 
gifts in seconds! 

It's so easy, just take your favorite 
photograph or a memory card to 
your local kiosk, select a design, 
and print. You can make unique 
greeting cards, calendars or 
collages for everyone on your list. 
Visit www.kodak.com/go/holiday22 
for great money saving offers. 




ProFlowers* 
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Share Your 
Christmas Spirit 
Only $29.99 + s/h! 

This joyous tree includes 12 FREE 
mini-ornaments and glimmering 
electric lights. If replanted outside, 
tree can grow to 15 feet. 

(Approximately 20" tall.) 

Call (800) 416-1959, code "AP4" or 

Visit www.proflowers.com/AP4. 

Not available for same-day or International delivery. 



The Most Talked-About 
Film Of The Year 

On DVD November 21, 
Al Gore presents the state 
of global warming in 
An inconvenient Truth, 
with all-new updates. 
Visit www.climatecrisis.net 
for information. 
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Here are some 
recommended DVDs, 

books and CDs — 

something for everyone 

on your Christmas 

shopping list! 




johnny Cash — 
J At San Quentin 
I CD/DVD 

Originally released as a hit 
album, the Man in Black's 
historic 1969 concert lias been 
masterfully re-packaged as a 
double CD with 12 originally 
unreleascd tracks — includ- 
ing several by die other acts 
who also appeared, The Sratler 
Brothers, Carl Perkins and 
The Carter Family — plus a 
one-hour DVD of a seldom- 
seen British TV documentary 
fffilmed during the show at 
'"'California's notorious peniten- 
tiary. Cash went on to play for 
larger audiences as lie ascended 
to supcrsrardom, but as the 
?irowdy, roaring cheers from the 
a "captive audience" make clear, 
it's doubtful lie ever played for 
o a more appreciative one. 
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Sports Illustrated: The Baseball Book 

Edited by Rob Fleder 
Hardcover, 294 pages 

The World Series is history, the dust of the diamond has settled 
and the outfield grass is sleeping through the winter. This collection 
of spectacular images of players, jaw-dropping plays and a century's 
worth of other memorable moments — captured by tlie world s 
leading sports photographers— will help fans of all ages keep the 
baseball flame burning until next season's ojx*ning game. 



SO THICK. SO RICH. IT HAS TO BE BREAKSTONE'S 
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ULTIMATE 7- LAYER DIP 

Prep: 10 minute* Makes 48 servings, about 2 Tlnp, each 



$ieafatdn& 



(16 oz.) retried beans MIX beans 8> Ur.o seasoning mix. 

Ibsp. taco seasoning mi* Spread onto bottom o| 9-Inch pic plate 

1 cup BREAKSTONE'S Sour Cream 
1 cup julso 

itiicddcd Iclliice . un |jj billed. 

KRAFT Mexican Style SWddcd Cheese .. « 

» cup chopped green onion* SERVE with tortilla chip* or assorted cr 

Tbsp. diced pilled ripe olives 






,7'.irUil;j 



untii.ehlllcd. 



ulning Ingredient* oyer bean 
cr, Refrigerate sevcra! hours or 




Greetings From E Street; The Story of Bruce Springsteen and the E Street Band 

By Robert Santelli Hardcover, 98 pages 

Covering 35 rollercoaster years of "the Boss" and his band, who gave the world classic songs such as "Bom 
in the U.S.A." and "Glory Days," this photo-packed scrapbook also contains two posters, handwritten 
sec lists and an early Springsteen business card that make this a deluxe package of rock 'n* roll nostalgia. 




LIFE: 70 Years 
of Photography 

By the editors of Life 
Hardcover, 304 pages 

For most of the 20th century, 
Life set the gold standard for 
photojournalism with pow- 
erful, unforgettable images 
of history and humanity. 
This handsome coffee-table 
collection of celebrities, chil- 
dren, wars and the rhythms 
of life in America will bring 
smiles, tears and a new sense 
of appreciation for the world 
in which we live. 



niiirnvr. 



Shipwreck Detective 
Created and illustrated 
by Duncan Cameron; 
written by Richard Piatt 
Hardcover, 96 pages 

Mixing (act, fiction, exqui- 
sitely detailed illustrations 
ant! more than 20 differ- 
ent interactive doodads (a 
compass, dive log, charts, 
flaps and other surprises), 
this hardy treasure chest of 
a book submerges readers of 
all ages on a quest to solve a 
delightfully engaging mys- 
tery of the ocean deep lend- 
ing to a cache of gold hidden 
inside Davy Jones' locker. 



EASY ORDERING: 

Call us at (800)715-6248 or 
visit qmer'icanprofile.comfstore. 

(E>pmt* dclr/cry svnlUbkt for Gvr.tirm orrkn..) 
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ILLINOIS 

Festival of Lights— Rockford, through 
Dec. 31. Marvel at mote than 50 light 
displays, the Rockfard Communi- 
ty Motiday Tree and the Woodward 
Governors holiday display Wednesdays 
through Sundays in Sinnissippi Park. 
(80of 52 1-0849. 

INDIANA 

Christmas at the Castle — Santa 
Clans, through Dec, 23. Explore the 
history of the town, visit with Santa 
Clans, -unci sample confections and 
candy emu-;; at the restored Candy 
Castle. (812) 14*1-3900. 

IOWA 

ArtLife Society's Small Works 
Show— -Fairfield, through Jan. 7. 
View 280 original works by 100 
national and international, artists 
during this fifth annual event at 
raid Gallery. (641)472-8135, 



KAISiSAS 

A Very Fifties Christmas — Shawnee, 
through Dec. 31. Rode around the alumi- 
num Christmas tree arid 'vain how the 
holidays were celebrated in the 1950s sub- 
urbs in die AU-Electric House at the Johri- 
son County Museum. (913) 715-2350. 

MICHIGAN 

Wonderland of Lights—Lansing, 
through Dec. 31. Delight in lighted 
sculptures resembling lions, bears and 
other animals, and enjoy supper in the 



Toy House Gale 
(517)702-4730. 



at Potter Park 



MINNESOTA 

Folkways of the Holidays- 
kopee, tJirough Dec 31. Celebrate die 
holiday season with a visit to the 1800s 
village and enjoy, hotse-dniyyn 
trolley ride:;, a tour of homes and foil 
perfbrmances on Saturdays and /Sunday; 
(763)6yi-77S4. 



art 



Run for the Ranch — Springfield, Dec. 
31. Put on your running shoes for 5K, 
10K, half-marathon and maratlion races 
beginning at Trinity Lutheran Church. 
Proceeds go to the Good Samaritan Boys 
Ranch in Brighton. (417) 836-6685. 

NEBRASKA 

Christmas at Cody's— North Platte, 
Dee. 20-23. Enjoy an old-fashioned 
Christinas with roasted chestnut:;, 
carolers, holiday music and 
tour of Buffalo Bill's home at Buf- 
falo Bill State Historical Park. (308) 
535-8035. 

NOIVnH«KG^ 

First Night— -Grand Forks, Dee. 31. 
Ring in the New Year during this 
akohol-free festival featuring music, 
dance, comedy and magic perform-; 
and a fireworks display in the 
downtown area. (218) 230-4231. 



■.Submit Happening* to: mmwerianprafilexom/fappemags or Happenings, 341 Coal Springs Blvd., Ste. 400, franklin, Ttl 37067 SuU f^l$$£&^ foi '' 



OHIO 

Team Up! Explore Science and 
Sports— Dayton, through D^, 31. 
This interactive exhibit at die Boonslioft 
Museum of Discovery combines S|x>rts 
und science, letting you test 'your skills 
in Baseball; basketball, tennis, soccer and 
snowboarding to learn about geometry, 
physics, friction and force. (037) 273-.' 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

Walk in the Park: History of Farm 
Island— Piem.-, jajv 6. Walk die trails 
and learn about the history of the area 

■ the 1800s tu the | 
Island Recreation Area. (603) 773-2? 

WISCONSIN- 

Christmas jtluminary— Montieello, 
Dec. 24-25. Follow a pathway lit 
v/ith more than SOO.candl iev/ a. 

Nativity scene atMontessan Gardens, 
(608)938-4383.^- 



Read more Happenings at 
AtnehcanProfile.com . 
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SLiOtoamosa, Missouri 


vim 




She wins a Five Star Premium Photo 
Package Including a digital camera, 
printer and $100 in Wrangler® jeans! 
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by TRACY 
LEINBERGER-LEONARDI 






6 establish a mint in America, it took 
a revolution and an act of Congress. 
In the mttl-1600s, currency in 
America was scarce and colonists unsuccess- 
fully petitioned King Charles I of England to 
create their own mint. Wlicn Civil War broke 
out and England ousted die king in 1649, Bos- 
ton citizens took advantage of the lull in leader- 
ship and created tlieir own currency — the Pine 
Tree Shilling — minted in 1652. Even as a new 
king was seated in 1667, Dostonians continued 
to secrcdy make their shilling. 

It wasn't until die American Revolution 
ended that Americans were able to freely cre- 
ate their own currency. Unfortunately, each 
state was producing its own unique money, 
which led to widespread monetary confusion. 
In 1775, North Carolina alone had 17 differ- 
ent forms of money. 

Finally in 1782, Robert Morris, who head- 
ed America's newly formed finance depart- 
ment, presented Congress with a plan for 
their new country's coins. Congress embraced 
the idea and instructed Secretary of the 
Treasury Alexander Hamilton to create- a 
plan for a national mint. Ten years later, on 
April 2, 1792, President George Washington 
approved the plan. 

The Mint, built in Philadelphia, was the 
first federal structure erected in the United 
States under the Constitution. In March 1793, 
11,178 copper US. cents rolled out of the 
Mint with a value of SI 11.78. Gold and silver 
coins soon would follow. 

Today, the United States Mint, which 
makes more coins and medals than any other 
mint in the world, operates six facilities: its 
headquarters in Washington, DC, and mints 
in Philadelphia, Denver, San Francisco, West 
Point, N.Y., and the US. Bullion Depository 
in Fore Knox, Ky. The U.S. Mint produces 
billions of regular and commemorative coins, 
including coins for other countries, and med- 
als of great honor and distinction. On a typi- 
cal day, the U.S. Mint produces 30 million 
coins worth about Si million. 

Free tours are orTercd at both die Philadel- 
phia and Denver mints, where curious visitors 
can see firsthand how coins are made and learn 
the amazing history of the US. Mint. 

Tmcy Uinbeiip'Lcoitanii is a writer in Elklon, Md 
Visit www.usmlnt.gov to learn more. 




Tell him they're little, shiny, 
round, historic action figures, 



THE 2006 UNITED STATES MINT PROOF SET® IS HERE. JUST $22.95. 

Imagine the superheroes of our nation in deep-mirrored, super-sharp relief. 
Pristine examples of mint craftsmanship sealed in a special display case, 
these extraordinarily brilliant coins are a great way to commemorate a 
birthday or milestone. Best of all, they'll keep these action figures for years. 

FOR GENUINE UNITED STATES MINT PRODUCTS, 
VISIT WWW.USMINT.GOV OR CALL 1.800. USA. MINT. 
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by CHUCK 
CECIL 



Wheelwright Tim Hoffman pours 

water on a hoc rim of steel and momentarily disappears 
in a billowy cloud of steam at Hansen Wheel & Wagon 
Shop in Letcher, S.D. (pop, 160). 

"We don't use glue or nails to hold tlie spoke to tlie 

wheel, so the shrinking steel pulls everything up tightly 

for a strong bond," says Hodman, 31, who has been 

perfecting the art of wooden wheel making for six years. 

After the hot steel rims shrink and cool, the 

wheels are painted and mounted 

on the 50 or so horse-drawn 

stagecoaches and other vintage 

wagon replicas that roll out of 

chc shop each year. 

Owner Doug Hansen, 47, 
started che business in 1978 
after spending his teen years 
fixing broken wagon wheels and 
repairing dilapidated buggies. 

"My mom and granddad really 
got me started," says Hansen, who 
learned woodworking and blacksm idling ac Mitchell 
(S.D) High School and the nearby Mitchell Technical 
Institute. "She brought home an old broken-down 
buggy, and then my granddad bought a span of mules 
and said he needed a wagon." 

Hansen became so proficient ac making wheels 
and wagons chat his grandfather suggested he 
start che business. 

During che last 28 years, Hansen Wheel & 
Wagon has made about 10,000 wooden wheels 
and 13,000 wagons of all kinds, from reproduc- 
tions of 19th-century stagecoaches to wagons used 
as living quarters by sheepherders. 

Hansen's business has grown because of a 
renewed interest in the Old West. "People have 
moved from the farm to the city, but have a long- 
ing for the past," he says. "It's a nostalgia thing." 
To build authentic replicas, Hansen and his 




Doug Hansen 




Dale Michel fits the wooden door on a replica of 
an 1 880s, nine-passenger Western-style stagecoach. 




Horse-drawn conveyances, such as this luxury stagecoach, are built by Hansen Wheel & Wagon in Letcher, S.D. 

wife, Holly, travel to farms, museums and other Hansen's most unusual order was for a wagon 

places where antique wagons are used or displayed, wheel 18 feet in diameter for the 2003 Warner 
sketching and measuring every piece of the old Brothers movie Looney Tunes Back In Action. 
originals. He has dozens of notebooks with hand- In 2001, operators of the Booth Western Art 



written details on all kinds of Old 
West rolling stock, from chuck 
wagons to prairie schooners. 

From his sketches, Hansen 
and his shop's 10 craftsmen — 
wainwrighes, wheelwrights, 
blacksmiths, coach makers, car- 
penters, pinstripe painters and 
upholsterers — build wagons as 
they were made in the 1800s, 
using square nails or handcraft- 
ed bolts when required. 

Hansen's shop is known for fine 
craftsmanship in refurbishing or 
making new wheels and wagons 
from ash, oak and hickory wood. 
Wagons made at the shop range 
in price from $9,000 to $80,000, 
depending on how elaborate and 
labor-intensive the project. 

The shop's auchencic reproduccions are sought 
around the world. Hansen has sent a replica chuck 
wagon to Japan and a sheep wagon to France, 
while Western-style wagons are favorites among 
cowboy wannabes in Germany. 

Hansen wagons have appeared in movies, includ- 
ing Dances With Wolves, and in television commercials, 
such as the Budweiser beer wagons drawn by Clydes- 
dale horses. Wells Fargo Bank uses a dozen Hansen- 
made stagecoaches for advertising and promotion, 
while Hansen wagons can be found on display in 
museums and Western-theme restaurants, and driven 
by participants in draft horse competitions. 




Hand detailing a Budweiser wagon 



Museum of Cartersville, Ga., 
asked Hansen to refurbish a 
historic stagecoach donated to 
the museum. "We wanted the 
coach to look old and used, but 
still be in very good condition," 
says Seth Hopkins, the muse- 
um's executive director. "We 
were thrilled with che resulcs." 
Hansen is a perfeccionisc and 
keeps a watchful eye on the 
tiniest construction details. He 
and his craftsmen enjoy the 
challenge of continuing the 
almost lost art of wheel and 
wagon making, and they're 
reluctant to deviate from meth- 
ods used in the 1800s to make 
the durable horse-drawn con- 
veyances. 
"To my way of thinking," says Hansen, "what- 
ever we do here — whatever leaves here — we give 
it our best; and you can be sure that the next time 
we do it, we'll do it even better." l3> 

Chuck Cecil is a freelance writer in Brookings, S.D. 

Visit www.hansenwheel.com or call (605) 
996-8754 for more Information. 



Online Extras 



To see other vintage vehicles built by Hansen 
Wheel & Wagon, visit AmerJcanProfite.com 
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The highly reviewed Bose® Wave® music system is 
available with an optional Multi-CD Changer. 



When the Bose* Wave* music system was introduced, 
' Jonathan Takiff of the Philadelphia Daily News said, 

"This sleek,- compact music maker couldn't be easier to 
operate. Yet sophisticated technology hidden inside 



.& . makes this an extraordinary performer." Today, the system 

f 



offers you even more, thanks to. an optional Multi-CD 
Changer that has been designed exclusively for the Wave* 
music system. • 

Elegantly small, with sound that brings new 
life to, music. Hear the Wave* music system for yourself. 
Forbes FYI says, "you'll think you're listening to a... system that 
costs five times more." You can even connect your TV or MP3 

player for lifelike sound. As 
David Novak, the Gadget Guy, 
says, "It can easily replace 
whatever component system you 
currently have." And the Wave* 
music system fits almost any- 
where. 



77ie Wave* music system 
shown in Graphite Gray. 



The optional Multi-CD Changer lets 
you enjoy premium sound for hours on 
end. Just slide one of your favorite CDs or MP3 CDs 
into the Wave' 5 music system and three more into the 
Multi-CD Changer.' They work as one to deliver 
performance after encore performance with quality 
that Newsday's Stephen Williams says made him -'sit 
up and listen and smile." 



All-in-one simplicity. A credit card-style remote control 
lets you easily operate both the Wave* music system and 
Multi-CD Changer. It's a convenience you'll appreciate when 
playing CDs or MP3 CDs, tuning into 
FM/AM radio or setting the clock and alarm. 

_ 

Take advantage of our 30-day, 

ristt-free trial. Order the Wave® 

music system today. Better yet, order it ; 

with our Multi-CD Changer. Save $50 if 

you order them together by December 31, 

'2006. With our Excitement Guarantee, 

you'll get 30 days to try them together in 

your own home. Compare the sound to 

larger, more expensive stereos. We're confident you'll find ' 

that although much smaller, the Wave* music system 

sounds more realistic. When you call, ask about making 

12 easy payments, with no interest charges from Bose." 

The Wave" music system and Multi-CD Changer. From 

Bose, the most respected name in sound. 

To order or learn more: m 

1-800-925-9738, ext.TJ407 

www.Bose.com/wms 







SAVE S5Q 

when you 

order the 

Wnve -music 

system. willi 

• our Multi-CD 

Changer by 

December 31, 

200G. 




Better sound throua 
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